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Judge lets Schneider go home from jail
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Apr. 25--The teenage daughters of Stephen and Linda Schneider said the Christmas decorations are still
up at their Haysville home.

"We won't open the presents until both our parents are there," 16-year-old Zoyie said Thursday after
learning her father will return home from jail today. Her mother remains in federal custody.

Stephen Schneider, a former doctor, and his wife were arrested the week before Christmas and charged
in a 34-count criminal indictment related to the prescribing of painkillers at their clinic.

The girls, Zoyie and 15-year-old Gina, whom the Schneiders adopted from Romania when they were in
preschool, sat in the federal courthouse in Wichita on Thursday and watched a judge sign an order to
release Stephen Schneider. Schneider winked at them as he entered the courtroom in shackles.

Schneider, 54, could be released from the Butler County Jail this morning. As part of the order
Thursday, U.S. Magistrate Judge Don Bostwick required that Schneider wear a global positioning
system device.

Lawrence Williamson, Schneider's attorney, said U.S. Probation officials could not provide the GPS
sooner.

After his release, Schneider must remain on house arrest under strict traveling conditions.

The girls said they planned on cooking dinner for their dad once he returns.

"He's probably ready for some good food," Gina said.

"He likes spaghetti," Zoyie added.

The girls and their dad will sleep in their own beds for the first time since his arrest. The girls have
been staying with their grandmother.



"I'm elated with this," Gina said. "Deep down in my heart, I'd hoped for this decision."

Federal prosecutors fought to keep the Schneiders in jail awaiting their trial next February, citing fears
the couple would flee the country.

The Schneiders have a long-term lease on a house in Mexico and friends there, say documents filed in
the case.

Bostwick approved a bond worth more than $4 million for Schneider -- $3.8 million in assets already
seized by the government and $325,000 of his remaining holdings.

The judge denied a prosecution request to make the former doctor put up a cash deposit.

Bostwick said requiring Schneider to sign a bond agreeing that he would forfeit most of his property,
cars and the money in his bank accounts if he failed to comply with court orders should ensure his
cooperation.

"I trust I will not have to see you again, because if I do it will be because I was wrong," Bostwick told
Schneider.

The judge granted a request by prosecutors to put Schneider on a State Department watch list to help
authorities identify him if he tried to leave the country.

Schneider must also have no contact with the families of 59 former patients identified by the
government as dying because of drugs they received from the Schneider Medical Clinic.

"We've still got a long fight ahead of us," Williamson said. "But the release is encouraging, because
now Dr. Schneider can participate fully in helping build his defense."

Bostwick postponed ruling on Linda Schneider's release from custody until after she completes a court-
ordered psychological evaluation.

Linda Schneider, 49, is being held at a federal facility in the Fort Worth area, said her sister, Pat
Hatcher.

"She will be glad to know the children are at least with one parent," Hatcher said. "That will help
alleviate some of her worries."

Reach Ron Sylvester at 316-268-6514 or rsylvester@wichitaeagle.com
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